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  Guideline References 
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Important Note: Terminology     
ESL (English as a Second Language) has been the historic term used to describe the classes and programming offered to English Learners. Terminology in this document 
will reflect changes made at the state level and in professional literature.  
 
ELD (English Language Development) will be used in lieu of ESL in class titles, descriptions, etc. This is now the preferred term. 
 
EL (English Learner) is the title for the student.  
 
ESL (English as a Second Language) will still refer to the department, and teachers, in Pittsburgh Public Schools. 
 
LIEP (Language Instruction Educational Program) is the program model in which English Language Development instruction is delivered. Pittsburgh Public Schools 
offers schools a choice of two LIEPs: Co-teaching or ESL teachers utilizing mainstream ELA materials. Please see page four of this document for specifics. An LIEP is not 
related to an IEP (Individualized Education Plan).  
 
SIFE (Students with Interrupted Formal Schooling) To meet the criteria to be SIFE in PPS, students must meet the following criteria:  
 

ü Speak a language other than English 
ü Enroll after grade 2 
ü Have at least two years less schooling than same age peers 
ü Function at least two years below same age peers in Reading and Math 
ü May be pre-literate in their native language 

 
The ESL department, upon initial enrollment, will determine the potential SIFE status of all English Learners and communicate this designation to schools. 
 
Trial Exit: All ELs who receive a 4.5 on the Literacy component of the WIDA ACCESS test may be placed in a mainstream ELA class with mandatory ESL teacher check-
ins. The student is still within the ELD program and considered an EL. Trial exit replaces the now defunct department term “consult”.  
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Screening, Identification, and Placement of English Learners (ELs) 
 
An English Learner (EL) can only be identified by answering “Yes” to one of the following questions on the district’s Home Language Survey upon enrollment: 
 

A. What is the student’s first language? 
B. Does the students speak a language(s) other than English? 
C. What language is spoken in your home? 

 
If a student answers ‘yes’ to one of these questions, please ask the family to schedule an appointment with the ESL department at the Board of Education building for enrollment 
and ELD screening. Kindly stop the enrollment at this point. 
 
The ESL department will make all reasonable attempts to test students during enrollment in central office. However, this may not always be possible. Per PDE, the district has ten 
days to screen after initial enrollment for ELD. An arrangement will be made between ESL central office and ESL teachers as to who will administer the screener in this case.  
 
Pennsylvania is a member of the WIDA consortium, so the district utilizes these levels of English language proficiency to make placement decisions. The WIDA Screener is the 
online assessment given to all potential ELs, and it can only be administered once. The WIDA ACCESS 2.0 is the yearly summative assessment for all ELs in the commonwealth, 
and the results are used for scheduling, exit decisions, etc. 
 
Per PDE, reclassification (exit) requirements from ELD includes a Language Use Inventory and a score of 5.0 C or better on the WIDA ACCESS 2.0. School based teams will 
receive recommended lists from the ESL department as soon as these scores have been reviewed.   
 
Beginning in the 2017-18 school year, families will have a right to decline their child’s participation in an ELD instructional program. This refusal is completely voluntary and based 
on an informed decision about ELD programming in Pittsburgh Public Schools. Families who wish to waive ELD should be directed to the ESL Director to complete mandatory state 
paperwork.  
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Language Instruction Educational Programming Options for ELD 

Exposing English Learners to rigorous academic content while simultaneously increasing their English language proficiency is clearly mandated in the most recent BEC Educating 
English Learners. A few key highlights will guide the district’s menu of Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP) options for schools: 

1. ELD (i.e. ESL) instruction…should not replace ELA instruction in a student’s academic program. ESL may replace ELA only when the instruction is aligned to the same 
ELA standards as the ELA course… in which a student’s non-EL peers are enrolled.   

2. ESL may not replace any other core content in a student’s academic program unless it is for a limited time not to exceed one school year.  

In other words, ESL is no longer an ELA, English, or Communications credit in Pennsylvania and a clear plan must be in place for ELs to be in a standards aligned ELA program 
after one year.  

Due to these state requirements and the increasing academic expectation for ELs, a schoolwide “pull out” model of all ELs is not appropriate. Instead, school leadership, in 
collaboration with the ESL department, can select one of two LIEP options that works best for the needs of their students. If neither of these options can be implemented, the ESL 
department will work in collaboration to discuss possible models that may better meet school-based needs.  

The ESL department will make student placement recommendations to school leadership as soon as WIDA ACCESS 2.0 scores arrive. Appropriate scheduling, utilizing WIDA 
ACCESS scores and related data, is essential.  

To ensure that ELs are immersed in standards aligned ELA instruction, the ESL department is presenting two options to ensure compliance within these state mandates: 

Option #1 – A co-teaching model for ELs that includes the ESL and ELA teacher working together during the ELA block. Within PDE’s definitions of programming, this option is 
referred to as Mixed Classes with English Only Support.  

Option #2 – ESL teachers who are properly certified will deliver ELA instruction with appropriate modifications and accommodations for ELs. Within PDE’s definitions of 
programming, this option is referred to as EL Specific English Only Instruction. 

More specifics, by grade band, can be found within this document: 

Option #1 Co-Teaching    K-5 (Page 7)   6-8 (Page 10) 9-12 (Page 15) 

Option #2 ESL Teachers/ELA Materials   K-5 (Page 8)   6-8 (Page 11) 9-12 (Page 16) 

 

In both options, Level 1 ELs and select Level 2 ELs will receive direct ELD instruction from an ESL certified teacher. The ESL department of PPS does not recommend a full 
immersion model. Instead, the special instructional and social needs of these students can be best met in an ELD classroom. There are also sheltered programming options for ELs 
that are SIFE (Students With Interrupted Formal Education).  
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Compliance Mandates 
 For either LIEP option, the Pennsylvania Department of Education requires that school districts:  

1. Ensure that non-certified ESL (i.e. mainstream) teachers are providing appropriate supports, modifications, and accommodations for ELs in their classes. 

2. Safeguard that ELs are not retained in a grade solely based on a lack of English proficiency. 

3. Establish equitable access to content for all ELs at all proficiency levels 

4. Provide access to Common Core and standards aligned instruction across language proficiency levels. This instruction should also be informed by the PA ELPS 
(English Language Proficiency Standards).  

5. Build sufficient time into schedules to allow for collaboration between ESL and content teachers 

6. Reinforce that ELD (ESL) cannot take the place of ELA, Communication, or Language Arts as credits.  

7. Schedule ELs appropriately. An EL can be in sheltered content classes for one year only.  

8. If ELs can only be supported in one subject due to logistical constraints, then it must be ELA.  
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ELD Curricular Materials  
The ESL department utilizes an ELD curriculum and supports ELs within a mainstream ELA curricular pathway. Please note the following ELD curricular materials: 

Grades K-5 (Reach) Grades 6-8 (Inside) Grades 9-12 (Edge) 

In the USA: Newcomers Inside the U.S.A: Newcomers  Inside the U.S.A: Newcomers 

Level A Level A Edge Fundamentals  

Level B  Level A 

Level C   

Level D   

Level E   

Level F   

 
The ESL department supports the usage of the following mainstream ELA curriculum: Ready Gen in grades K-5 and myPerspectives in grades 6-12. This may occur in a co-
teaching setting or an appropriately certified ESL teacher may deliver the instruction with these resources. For the latter option, the ESL teacher must provide appropriate and 
differentiated scaffolds for all ELs within the class. 

To determine which materials are appropriate, please refer to the various LIEP models on the following pages. The ESL department does not recommend the use of mainstream 
ELA materials for newcomer ELs with less than one year in a U.S. school.   
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K-5 LIEP Option #1 – Co-Teaching 

*Relevant data should be utilized for students who score a 2.5-3.0 and less than three years in a U.S. school to determine the best placement. These decisions should be collaborative between 
school leadership and the ESL department. 

                                                                                 

The goal of this model is to gradually to expose ELs to mainstream ELA (with appropriate supports from both the ELA and ESL teachers). A full immersion model, however, is not recommended. 
Strategic grouping, and careful consideration of when ELA is taught, is essential to fully maximize this model. Per the BEC, it is important to structure time for collaboration between 
ESL and content teachers to ensure that content is made accessible.   

 

 

WIDA Composite 
Proficiency Level 

Length of Time 
in U.S. Schools 

EL 
Classification 

Curriculum Daily 
Scheduling 

Mainstream ELA Classroom 
Role/Responsibility 

ESL Support During RTII? 

1.0-1.9 Less than one year 
in U.S. schools 

Newcomer EL 
K-5 

 

Reach 2 periods ELD 
K-2 or Gr.3-5 groupings; 
Math ELD 3-5 (Where 

Available) 

Consultation with ESL teacher as appropriate Yes (Targeted academic vocabulary 
support via Reach or iLit20 by grade 

or proficiency level) 
 

1.0-1.9 More than one year 
in U.S. schools 

Non-Newcomer EL 
K-5 

Reach 
 

2 periods ELD 
K-2 or Gr.3-5             

groupings 

Consultation with ESL teacher as appropriate Yes (Targeted support via Reach or 
iLit20 by grade or proficiency level) 

2.0-2.5 Less than two years 
in U.S. Schools* 

Non-Newcomer EL 
K-5 

Reach 
 

2 periods ELD 
K-2 or Gr.3-5 groupings 

Consultation with ESL teacher as appropriate Yes (Targeted academic vocabulary 
support via Reach or iLit20 by grade 

or proficiency level) 
2.0-2.9 overall More than two years 

in U.S. School 
Long Term EL 3-5 Ready Gen 1-2 periods of co-taught ELA 

Gr. 3-5 grouping 
Co-teaching and co planning with ESL teacher; 
Providing appropriate language modifications to 

lessons 

No 

3.0+ overall Less than two years 
in U.S. Schools 

Non-Newcomer EL 
K-5 

Ready Gen 1-2 periods of co-taught ELA 
Gr.3-5 grouping 

Co-teaching and co planning with ESL teacher; 
Providing appropriate language modifications to 

lessons 

No 

3.0+ overall More than two years 
in U.S. Schools 

Long Term EL 3-5 Ready Gen 1-2 periods of co-taught ELA 
Gr. 3-5 grouping 

Co-teaching and co planning with ESL teacher; 
Providing appropriate language modifications to 

lessons 

No 
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            K-5 LIEP Option #2 – Utilization of ELA Materials by ESL Teachers 

*Relevant data should be utilized for students who score a 2.5-3.0 and less than three years in a U.S. school to determine the best placement. These decisions should be collaborative 
between school leadership and the ESL department. 

 

The goal of this model is to gradually expose ELs to mainstream ELA materials by the ESL teacher. Strategic grouping will be essential to maximize this model. Planning between the ESL teacher 
and mainstream ELA teacher is critical. 

                              

WIDA Composite 
Proficiency Level 

Length of Time 
in U.S. Schools 

EL 
Classification 

Curriculum Daily 
Scheduling 

Mainstream ELA Classroom 
Role/Responsibility 

ESL Support During 
RTII? 

1.0-1.9  Less than one year 
in U.S. schools 

Newcomer EL 
K-5 

Reach 2 periods ELD 
K-2 or Gr.3-5 groupings; 
Math ELD 3-5 (Where 

Available) 

Consultation with ESL teacher as appropriate Yes (Targeted academic 
vocabulary support via Reach by 

grade or proficiency level) 
 

1.0-1.9 More than one year 
in U.S. schools 

Non-Newcomer EL 
K-5 

Reach  
 

2 periods ELD 
K-2 or Gr.3-5             

groupings 

Consultation with ESL teacher as appropriate Yes (Targeted support via Reach 
by grade or proficiency level) 

2.0-2.5  Less than two years 
in U.S. Schools* 

Non-Newcomer EL 
K-5 

Reach  2 periods ELD 
K-2 or Gr.3-5 groupings 

Consultation with ESL teacher as appropriate Yes (Targeted academic 
vocabulary support via Reach by 

grade or proficiency level) 

2.0-2.9 overall  More than two years 
in U.S. School 

Long Term EL 3-5 Ready Gen 1-2 periods ELA  
Gr. 3-5 grouping 

ESL teacher provides appropriate language 
modifications to lessons using ELA materials 

No 

3.0+ overall Less than two years 
in U.S. Schools 

Non-Newcomer EL 
K-5 

Ready Gen 1-2 periods ELA 
Gr.3-5 grouping 

ESL teacher provides appropriate language 
modifications to lessons using ELA materials 

No 

3.0+ overall More than two years 
in U.S. Schools 

Long Term EL 3-5 Ready Gen 1-2 periods ELA 
Gr. 3-5 grouping 

ESL teacher provides appropriate language 
modifications to lessons using ELA materials 

No 
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K-5 Course Offerings: ELD 

Literacy 

1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade 

English Language 
Development 1 

English Language 
Development 2 

English Language 
Development 3 

English Language 
Development 4 

English Language 
Development 5 

 

 

Math 

3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade 

 

            Math ELD* 

 

 

*Math ELD is designed for English Learners who: 

ü Score between a 1.0-1.9 on the WIDA Screener or less than 2.0 on the WIDA ACCESS 2.0 
ü Be enrolled in a U.S. school for less than one school year 
ü Possess interrupted or no formal schooling prior to PPS. 
ü Be at least two grades levels below in Math and Science based on district diagnostic assessments 
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6-8 LIEP Option #1 Co-Teaching 

 

 

WIDA 
Composite 
Proficiency 

Level 

Length of Time in U.S. 
Schools 

Other Considerations 

EL 
Classification 

Curriculum Daily 
Scheduling 

Mainstream ELA 
Classroom 

Role/Responsibility  

Notes ESL Support 
During RTII? 

1.0-1.9  Less than one year in U.S. schools; Two 
grades levels behind peers in 

Math/Reading; At least two grades 
missing from educational history; May be 

pre-literate in first language. 

SIFE 6-8 – Students 
with Interrupted Formal 

Education 

Inside the 
USA/Inside Level 

A 
 

2 periods ELD, 1-2 
periods Math ELD 

6-8 grouping 

Consultation with ESL Teacher as 
needed 

 
 

If sheltered content teachers are 
unavailable, the minimum 

requirement is ELA ELD for two 
periods and co-taught content 

area classes with an ESL 
certified teacher using strategic 

scheduling. 

Yes (Targeted 
Academic vocabulary 
support via Inside by 
grade or proficiency 

level 

1.0-1.9 Less than one year in U.S. schools Newcomer ELs 
 6-8 

Inside the 
USA/Inside Level 

A 
 

2 periods ELD, 1-2 
periods Math ELD 

6-8 grouping 

Consultation with ESL Teacher as 
needed 

 
 

.If sheltered content teachers are 
unavailable, the minimum 

requirement is ELA ELD for two 
periods and co-taught content 

area classes) with an ESL 
certified teacher using strategic 

scheduling. 

Yes (Targeted 
Academic vocabulary 
support via Inside by 
grade or proficiency 

level) 

1.0-1.9 More than one year in U.S. schools Non-Newcomer ELs 
6-8 

Inside the 
USA/Inside Level 

A 
 

2 periods ELD 
6-8 grouping 

 

Consultation with ESL teacher as 
needed 

 
 

If sheltered content teachers are 
unavailable, the minimum 

requirement is ELD ELA for two 
periods and co-taught content 

area classes with an ESL 
certified teacher using strategic 

scheduling. 

Yes (Targeted 
Academic vocabulary 
support via Inside by 
grade or proficiency 

level) 

2.0-2.5 Less than two years in U.S. Schools Non-Newcomer EL 
6-8 

myPerspectives 2 periods of ELA  
6-8 grouping 

Consultation with ESL teacher as 
needed 

 No 

2.0-2.9 More than two years in U.S. schools Long Term EL 6-8 myPerspectives 
 

2 periods ELA 
 6-8 grouping 

Co-teaching and co planning with 
ESL teacher; Providing appropriate 
language modifications to lessons 

 No 

3.0+ overall Less than two years in U.S. schools Non-Newcomer EL 
6-8 

 myPerspectives 
 

2 periods ELA 
6-8 grouping 

Co-teaching and co planning with 
ESL teacher; Providing appropriate 
language modifications to lessons 

 No 

3.0+ overall More than two years in U.S. schools Long Term EL 6-8 myPerspectives 2 periods ELA 
6-8 grouping 

Co-teaching and co planning with 
ESL teacher; Providing appropriate 
language modifications to lessons 

 No 
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The goal of this model is to gradually to expose ELs to mainstream ELA (with appropriate supports from both the ELA and ESL teachers). A full immersion model, however, is not recommended. Strategic grouping, and 
careful consideration of when ELA is taught, is essential to fully maximize this model. Time for collaboration is also strongly encouraged. 

6-8 LIEP Option # 2: Utilization of ELA materials by ESL Teachers 
 

 

WIDA 
Composite 
Proficiency 

Level 

Length of Time in U.S. 
Schools/Other 
Considerations 

EL 
Classification 

Curriculum Daily 
Scheduling 

Mainstream ELA 
Classroom 

Role/Responsibility 

Notes ESL Support 
During RTII? 

1.0-1.9  Less than one year in U.S. schools; 
Two grades levels behind peers in 
Math/Reading; At least two grades 
missing from educational history; 
May be pre-literate in first 
language.  

SIFE 6-8 – Students 
with Interrupted 

Formal Education 

Inside the 
USA/Inside Level 

A; 
 

2 periods ELD, 
1-2 periods ELD 

Math 
6-8 grouping 

Consultation with ESL 
Teacher as needed 

If sheltered content teachers 
are unavailable, the minimum 

requirement is ELA ELD for 
two periods and co-taught 

content area classes with an 
ESL certified teacher using 

strategic scheduling. 

Yes (Targeted 
Academic 
vocabulary 

support via Inside 
by grade or 

proficiency level 

1.0-1.9 Less than one year in U.S. schools Newcomer ELs 
 6-8 

Inside the 
USA/Inside Level 

A; 
 

2 periods ELD, 
1-2 periods ELD 

Math 
6-8 grouping 

Consultation with ESL 
teacher as needed 

If sheltered content teachers 
are unavailable, the minimum 

requirement is ELA ELD for 
two periods and co-taught 

content area classes) with an 
ESL certified teacher using 

strategic scheduling. 

Yes (Targeted 
Academic 
vocabulary 

support via Inside 
by grade or 

proficiency level) 

1.0-1.9 More than one year in U.S. schools Non-Newcomer ELs 
6-8 

Inside the 
USA/Inside Level 

A 
 

2 periods ELD 
6-8 grouping 

 

Consultation with ESL 
teacher as needed 

If sheltered content teachers 
are unavailable, the minimum 

requirement is ELA ELD for 
two periods and co-taught 

content area classes with an 
ESL certified teacher using 

strategic scheduling. 

Yes (Targeted 
Academic 
vocabulary 

support via Inside 
by grade or 

proficiency level) 

2.0-2.5 Less than two years in U.S. Schools Non-Newcomer EL 
6-8 

myPerspectives 2 periods of ELA 
6-8 grouping 

Consultation with ESL 
teacher as needed 

 No 

2.0-2.9 More than two years in U.S. schools Long Term EL 6-8 myPerspectives 2 periods of ELA 
 6-8 grouping 

N/A  No 

3.0+ overall Less than two years in U.S. schools Non-Newcomer EL 
6-8 

myPerspectives 2 periods of ELA 
6-8 grouping 

N/A  No 

3.0+ overall More than two years in U.S. schools Long Term EL 6-8 myPerspectives 2 periods of ELA 
 6-8 grouping 

N/A  No 



 

 12 

The goal of this model is to gradually expose ELs to mainstream ELA materials by the ESL teacher. Strategic grouping will be essential to maximize this model. Planning between the ESL teacher and mainstream ELA 
teacher is critical. 

 

6-8 Course Offerings: ELD 

Literacy 

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 

ELD MS 1  ELD MS 2  ELD MS 3 

 

Math 

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 

Grade 6 Mathematics ELD 

 

Grade 7 Mathematics ELD Grade 8 Mathematics ELD 
 

  MG Algebra 1 ELD 

 

Notes on Sheltered Programming 

ü All content curricular materials must be mainstream, on grade level versions of the texts with appropriate modifications for ELs  

ü Obtaining content knowledge and acquiring English language acquisition are twin goals of all sheltered programming. 

ü ELs should not be in sheltered programming for more than one year from date of U.S. enrollment in school.  
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9-12 LIEP Option for Level 1 ELs (SIFE) – English Thru Content Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

EL Classification Prerequisites Curriculum Daily 
Scheduling 

Notes Credit(s) 

SIFE – Students with 
Interrupted Formal 

Schooling  
 
 

Score between a 1.0-1.9 
on the w-APT screener 
or less than 2.0 on the 

WIDA ACCESS 2.0 
 

May be pre-literate in 
first language. 

 
Be enrolled in a U.S. 

school for less than two 
calendar years. 

 
Possess interrupted or 

no formal schooling 
prior to PPS. This must 
be documented by the 

student or a designated 
representative. 

 
For current PPS 
students, teacher 

recommendations and 
WIDA ACCESS 2.0 

scores and other relevant 
data should also be 
considered during 

scheduling. 
 

Inside the USA/Edge 
Fundamentals 

 

English Thru Content  
(2 periods of ELD, 1 

period of Math ELD, 1 
period of Social Studies 

ELD, 1 period of Science 
ELD)  

 
 

The minimum 
requirements if ESL 
content teachers are 

unavailable: 
 
2 ELD classes taught by 

ESL certified teacher 
1 Co-taught Math period 

with ESL certified 
teacher and content 

certified teacher 
1 Co-taught Social 

Studies period with ESL 
certified teacher and 

content certified teacher 
1 Co-taught Science 

period with ESL certified 
teacher and content 

certified teacher 
 
 

1 ELD Elective, 1 ELA 
Elective, 1 Math. 1 Social 

Studies, 1 Science 
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The goal of this program is to help students acquire beginning English skills and essential content knowledge through both ELD and content classes. This instruction is designed to fill gaps in 
educational backgrounds. English Thru Content is also meant to guide and ease students’ acculturation to the American school system. It is an “on ramp” to the broader educational program of 
Pittsburgh Public Schools. Students cannot be in English Thru Content for more than one calendar year from time of enrollment.    

 

9-12 LIEP Option for Level 1 ELs (Newcomers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The goal of this program is to help students acquire beginning English skills and essential content knowledge through both ELD and content classes. Students cannot be in sheltered 
instruction for more than one calendar year from time of enrollment.    

EL Classification Prerequisites Curriculum Daily Scheduling Notes Credit 

Newcomer ELs 

 

 

 

Score between a 1.0-1.9 
on the w-APT screener 
or less than 2.0 on the 

WIDA ACCESS 2.0 

Possess formal 
education via school 

documents, 
transcripts, etc.) 

Been in the U.S. for less 
than two calendar years. 

Inside the USA/Edge 
Fundamentals/Edge 

Level A 

 

English Thru Content  
2 periods of ELD 

  Biology ELD or 
Chemistry ELD 

 Algebra ELD or 
Geometry ELD 

 Civics ELD or World 
History ELD 

 

The minimum 
requirements if ESL 
content teachers are 

unavailable: 
 
2 ELD classes taught by 

ESL certified teacher 
1 Co-taught Math period 

with ESL certified 
teacher and content 

certified teacher 
1 Co-taught Social 

Studies period with ESL 
certified teacher and 

content certified teacher 
1 Co-taught Science 

period with ESL certified 
teacher and content 

certified teacher 

ELA = 1 ELA      ELD = 
1 Elective 

 

When applicable:  1 
Math. 1 Social Studies, 

1 Science credit 

 



 15 

           

        

 

9-12 LIEP Option #1 For Levels 2-4 English Learners: Co-Teaching 
*Please note ELs with a Literacy score on the WIDA ACCESS test of a 4.5+ may be considered for a trial exit and placed in a mainstream ELA class. 

 

The goal of this model is to gradually to expose ELs to mainstream ELA (with appropriate supports from both the ELA and ESL teachers). A full immersion model, however, is not recommended. Strategic grouping, and 
careful consideration of when ELA is taught, is essential to fully maximize this model. Per the BEC, it is important to structure time for collaboration between ESL and content teachers to ensure that content is made 
accessible 

 

 

WIDA Composite 
Proficiency Level 

Length of Time 
in U.S. Schools 

EL 
Classification 

Curriculum  
Daily 

Scheduling 

Mainstream ELA Classroom 
Role/Responsibility 

Notes Credits 

2.0-2.5 Less than two years 
in U.S. School 

Non-Newcomer EL 
9-12 

myPerspectives     2 period block of ELD/ELA  Collaboration with ESL teacher as needed 
 

 ELA = 1 
ELA 

ELD = 1 
Elective 

2.0-2.9 More than two years 
in U.S. School 

Long Term EL 9-12 myPerspectives 1 period of ELA;  
1 ELD elective  

Co-teaching and co planning with ESL teacher; 
Providing appropriate language modifications to 

lessons 

 ELA = 1 
ELA 

ELD = 1 
Elective 

3.0-3.9 Less than two years 
in U.S. Schools 

Non-Newcomer EL 
9-12 

myPerspectives 1 period of ELA  
 1 ELD Elective  

Co-teaching and co planning with ESL teacher; 
Providing appropriate language modifications to 

lessons 

 ELA = 1 
ELA 

ELD = 1 
Elective  

 
3.0+ overall* More than three 

years in U.S. Schools 
Long Term EL 

9-12 
myPerspectives 1 period of ELA; 

Semester 1 –ELD Elective; 
Semester 2 – Targeted Keystone 

Support 

Co-teaching and co planning with ESL teacher; 
Providing appropriate language modifications to 

lessons 
 

 ELA = 1 
ELA 

.5 Elective 
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9-12 LIEP Option #2 For Levels 2-4 English Learners: Utilization of ELA materials by ESL Teachers 
*Please note ELs with a Literacy score on the WIDA ACCESS test of a 4.5+ may be considered for a trial exit and placed in a mainstream ELA class. 

 

 

WIDA Composite 
Proficiency Level 

Length of Time in 
U.S. Schools 

EL Classification Curriculum Daily 
Scheduling 

Mainstream ELA 
Classroom 

Role/Responsibility 

Notes Credits 

2.0-2.5 Less than two years in 
U.S. School 

Non-Newcomer EL 
9-12 

myPerspectives 2 period block of 
ELA/ELD  

 
 

Collaboration with ESL 
teacher as needed 

 
 
 

 ELA = 1 ELA 
ELD = 1 Elective 

 
 

2.0-2.9 More than two years in 
U.S. School 

Long Term EL 9-12 myPerspectives 1 period of ELA  
 

ESL teacher provides 
appropriate language 

modifications to lessons 
using ELA materials 

 ELA = 1 ELA Credit 
 

3.0+ overall* Less than two years in 
U.S. Schools 

Non-Newcomer EL 
9-12 

myPerspectives 
 

1 period of ELA  
 

ESL teacher provides 
appropriate language 

modifications to lessons 
using ELA materials 

 ELA = 1 ELA Credit 
 

3.0+ overall* More than three years in 
U.S. Schools 

Long Term EL  
9-12 

myPerspectives 1 period of ELA  
 

ESL teacher provides 
appropriate language 

modifications to lessons 
using ELA materials 

 ELA = 1 ELA Credit 
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9-12 Course Offerings: ELD 
 

Literacy 
 

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

English Through Content 1 and 2 (For SIFE 
and Newcomer designations only) 

 

 

ENG 1/ELD (For 2.0-2.5; Less Than Two 
Years in U.S. School)  

ENG 2/ELD (For 2.0-2.5; Less Than Two 
Years in U.S. School) 

ENG 3/ELD (For 2.0-2.5; Less Than Two 
Years in U.S. School) 

ENG 4/ELD (For 2.0-2.5; Less Than 
Two Years in U.S. School) 

ELD 1 (Elective Only) ELD 2 (Elective Only) ELD 3 (Elective Only) ELD 4 (Elective Only) 

                                                      *For any ESL teacher using 9-12 LIEP option 2, the course should be an English class (English 1,2, 3, or 4) not ELD. 

 
Science 

 
Science ELD (For SIFE designations; Can also be 

used for Science 9 Credit) 
Biology ELD Chemistry ELD 

 

 
Social Studies 

 
Social Studies ELD (For SIFE designations only) Civics ELD World History ELD 
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Math 

 
Math ELD (For SIFE designations only) Algebra 1 ELD Geometry ELD 

            
             

 

 

Notes on Sheltered ELD Programming 

ü All content curricular materials must be mainstream, on grade level versions of the texts with appropriate modifications for ELs  

ü Obtaining content knowledge and acquiring English language acquisition are twin goals of all sheltered programming. 

ü ELs should not be in sheltered programming for more than one year from date of U.S. enrollment in school. This includes time is English Thru 
Content.  
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Pathway to Graduation for English Learners in Pittsburgh Public Schools 9-12 
                        Possible ELD Graduation Pathway for Level One English Learners (1.0-1.9 on WIDA Screener or WIDA ACCESS 2.0) 

EL Designation Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

9th SIFE Pathway  English Through Content (ETC) 
ETC 1, ETC 2, Math ELD, Social Studies 

ELD, Science ELD 

English 2, ELD  2, Biology*, Civics*, Algebra 
1* 

*With push in ESL support 

English 3*, Chemistry, World History, 
Geometry 

*With ESL support as needed within school 
LIEP model 

English 4*, Algebra II (Or Other Math 
Option), Physics (Or Other Science Option), 

U.S. History (Or Another Social Studies 
Option) 

*With ESL supports as needed within school 
LIEP model 

9th Newcomer EL Pathway English Through Content (ETC) 

ETC 1, ETC 2, Biology ELD, Civics ELD, 
Algebra 1 ELD 

 

English 2*, Chemistry*, World History*, 
Geometry*, ELD 2 

*With push in ESL support 

English 3*, Algebra II (Or Other Math 
Option), Physics (Or Other Science Option), 

U.S. History (Or Another Social Studies 
Option), ELD 3 

*With ESL support as needed within school 
LIEP model 

English 4*, Math Option, Science Option, 
Social Studies Option 

*With ESL support as needed within school 
LIEP model 

 

10th Newcomer EL Pathway  

If credits from another U.S. or international 
school exist 

 English Through Content (ETC) 

ETC 1, ETC 2, Biology ELD, Civics ELD, 
Algebra 1 ELD 

 

English 3*, Chemistry*, U.S. History*, 
Algebra II* 

*With ESL support as needed within school 
LIEP model 

English 4*, ELD 4, Math Option, Physics (Or 
Other Science Option), Social Studies 

Option 

*With ESL support as needed within school 
LIEP model 

11th Newcomer EL Pathway 

If credits from another U.S. or international 
school exist 

 English Through Content (ETC) 

ETC 1, ETC 2, Algebra II (Or Other Math 
Option) *, Chemistry (Or Other Science 

Option) *, U.S. History (Or Another Social 
Studies Option) * 

* With ESL support as needed within school 
LIEP model 

English 4*, Math Option, Physics (Or Other 
Science Option), Social Studies Option 

* With ESL support as needed within school 
LIEP model 
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12th Newcomer Pathway 

 If credits from another U.S. or international 
school exist 

 English Through Content (ETC) 

ETC 1, ETC 2, Math, Social Studies, and 
Science option 

 

In addition, 1 Health credit, 2 Physical Education credits, and a total of 7.5 Academic Elective credits should be completed by all ELs to graduate. A total of 26.5 credits are required 
for graduation.  

Pathway to Graduation for English Learners in Pittsburgh Public Schools 9-12 

Possible ELD Graduation Pathway for English Learners (2.0 and higher) on WIDA Screener or WIDA ACCESS 2.0 

EL Designation Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Non-Newcomer EL (2.0-2.5; Less than 
three years in U.S. School)  

 

ELD 1*; Biology ELD*, Civics ELD*, 
Algebra 1 ELD* 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

 

English 2*, Geometry/Algebra II, World 
History, Chemistry 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

English 3*, Algebra II (Or Other Math 
Option), Physics (Or Other Science 

Option), U.S. History (Or Other Social 
Studies Option) 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

English 4*, Math Option, Physics (Or 
Other Science Option), Social Studies 

Option 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

Long Term EL(2.0-2.9 overall; More 
than three years in U.S. School) 

English 1*, Algebra I/Geometry, Civics, 
Biology; ELD 1 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

English 2*, Geometry/Algebra II, World 
History, Chemistry; ELD 2 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

English 3*, Algebra II (Or Other Math 
Option), Physics (Or Other Science 

Option), U.S. History (Or Other Social 
Studies Option); ELD 3 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

English 4*, Math Option, Physics (Or 
Other Science Option), Social Studies 

Option 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

Non-Newcomer EL (3.0+ overall; Less 
than three years in U.S. Schools) 

English 1*, Algebra I/Geometry, Civics, 
Biology; ELD 1 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

English 2*, Geometry/Algebra II, World 
History, Chemistry; ELD 2 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

English 3*, Algebra II (Or Other Math 
Option), Physics (Or Other Science 

Option), U.S. History (Or Other Social 
Studies Option); ELD 3 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

English 4*, Math Option, Physics (Or 
Other Science Option), Social Studies 

Option 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 
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Long Term EL (3.0+ overall; More than 
three years in U.S. Schools) 

English 1*, Algebra I/Geometry, Civics, 
Biology 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

English 2*, Geometry/Algebra II, World 
History, Chemistry 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

English 3*, Algebra II (Or Other Math 
Option), Physics (Or Other Science 

Option), U.S. History (Or Other Social 
Studies Option) 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

 

English 4*, Math Option, Physics (Or 
Other Science Option), Social Studies 

Option 

* With ESL support as needed within 
school LIEP model 

 

ü In addition, 1 Health credit, 2 Physical Education credits, and a total of 7.5 Academic Elective credits should be completed by all ELs to graduate. A total of 
26.5 credits are required for graduation.  

Technical Guidance Around Co-Teaching 
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The following chart provides guidance around commonly asked technical questions about co-teaching for ESL teachers in PPS. 

  

Topic Question Answer 

Teacher of Record If I’m in a classroom co-teaching, am I the teacher 
of record? 

ESL teachers in a co-teaching setting are not 
teachers of record. 

Grades and Gradebook Do I have access to a gradebook? Should I give 
grades to my students? 

Gradebooks should be shared for collective grading 
responsibilities. Specific grading duties for ELs are 
determined by the teachers. All ELs do need to 
receive grades however. This is a dual task 
between ESL and mainstream teachers. 

SLO What are my options for SLOs as an ESL co-
teacher? 

There are a few options: 
1. You can select the SLO for the content 

area you are co-teaching. 
2. You can select the ESL SLO 

 
In either scenario, the ESL department 
recommends using only the ELs that you are 
supporting as the group to utilize for the SLO. 

VAM Do I have a VAM scores as an ESL co-teacher? There is no VAM for ESL teachers if they are not 
the teacher of record. 

Tripod Will I receive a Tripod score? ESL teachers will not participate in Tripod if they 
are a co-teacher. They will receive the district 
average. For ELD classes, Tripod will still be in 
effect. 

PRC How will the Promise Readiness Core look for me 
as a co-teacher? 

ESL teachers will be embedded within grade band 
teams for all students they support.  

Instructional Planning Responsibilities Who should do the instructional planning? While the mainstream teacher is the content expert 
and the ESL teacher is the language acquisition 
specialist, this is a shared responsibility between 
both teachers. 
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ELD Instructional Support 
The ESL department currently has two ESL Instructional Specialists and an ESL Director to assist teachers, principals, and other stakeholders with instructional 
support. The purpose of these positions is to build capacity in providing effective instruction to the district’s ELs. ESL Instructional Specialists are at all ESL Regional 
Centers weekly to provide support to both ESL and mainstream teachers. They engage in required, non-evaluative support check-ins with ESL teachers and can 
schedule visits with mainstream teachers. The menu of assistance that they can provide to any teacher of ELs includes:  

 

ü Data review for ELs that can inform instruction 

ü Model lessons and other effective strategies for work with ELs  

ü Collaborative planning sessions 

ü Providing specific research and pedagogical frameworks  

ü Focus on specific students 

ü Lesson modification, accommodation, and other supports to meet the needs of ELs 

ü Informal observations 

ü Support with Professional Learning Communities and Professional Learning 

ü Scheduling of ELs 

 

The ESL department believes that job imbedded professional learning is vital to this capacity building which will lead to high educational outcomes for English 
Learners. To maximize the support of the ESL Instructional Specialists, a spirit of collaboration, reflection, and growth should be included in all interactions.  
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Optimal State of ELD Instructional Support 
The ESL department strives to generate, and uphold, teacher led professional learning and instructional decision making. The goal is a continuous system of 
improvement and refinement of tailored support. 

Characteristics of an LIEP Program Lacking Teacher Autonomy and 
Instructional Decision Making 

Characteristics of a LIEP Program with Teacher Led Professional Learning 
and Instructional Decision Making 

Professional learning is a one-time event created by ESL central office. This is 
done in isolation without follow up 

Job embedded professional learning with an individualized focus selected by 
ESL teachers 

Instructional data is focused on one data point (i.e. WIDA ACCESS) A variety of relevant data is utilized to inform teachers practice 
Instructional support is isolated from a larger context Instructional support is included within a larger school context (PLCs or other 

team meetings) 
Educators view instructional support as something done to them therefore 

there’s inconsistent engagement and interest 
Educators drive their own professional learning with ESL Instructional 

Specialists/ESL Director serving as thought partners  
Uniform professional learning topics and resources for all teachers  Differentiated professional learning based on teacher, student, and school 

needs and interests 
ESL central office provides scripted curricular materials for ESL and 

mainstream teachers; Central Office is the ultimate decision maker when using 
materials 

ESL central office provides ideas and instructional suggestions; With the realm 
of best practices and research, teachers are the ultimate decision makers when 

using materials. 

ESL central office requires mandatory curricular and instructional moves. 
Teacher professional judgement is stifled and stagnant 

ESL central office builds capacity and confidence in instructional decision 
making using menu of supports and materials 

ESL central office works with students directly without contextualizing the 
support 

ESL central office works with teachers to develop strategies for all students 

ELD instructional support is complete for proficient or distinguished teachers ELD instructional support is ongoing in the spirit of continual growth 
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                             ELD Co-Teaching Look-Fors Within RISE 
These recommended guidelines provide guidance as to how ELD co-teaching should look within the broader RISE rubric. This document is not designed to 

replace the rubric but serve as an additional resource. Please note that some RISE components may not applicable. 

Domain 1 - Planning and Preparation 

Rise Component No 
Evidence 

Unsatisfactory Basic Proficient Distinguished 

1a - Demonstrating Knowledge of Content and Pedagogy: 
• Co-teachers articulate the accommodations, scaffolds, and other language supports provided as 

access points for ELs within the broader curriculum  
• Co teachers have lesson plans that contain appropriate language and content objectives 
• Co teachers can provide evidence that they have an equitable relationship throughout the lesson. 

Roles and responsibilities are shared.  

     

1b - Demonstrating Knowledge of Students: 
• Co-teachers can clearly explain students' varied approaches to learning, levels of development, 

and special needs  
• The ESL teacher displays purposefully acquired knowledge, from several sources, of student 

performance data, students' educational backgrounds, racial backgrounds, cultural heritages, and 
interests 

• Co-teachers can explain why groups are arranged in meaningful ways  

     

1c - Setting Instructional Outcomes: 
• Regardless of grouping, all students, including ELs, are held to high expectations as appropriate 

by language proficiency level by co-teachers 
• Differentiation for ELs is present when setting instructional outcomes 

     

1d - Demonstrating Knowledge of Resources: 
• The ESL teacher demonstrates awareness of and actively seeks out resources available through 

mainstream curriculum for English Learners, school, or the ESL department to assist in student 
learning 

• The ESL teacher demonstrates awareness of resources available to assist with curriculum 
modification for ELs from the school or ESL department 
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1e - Planning Coherent Instruction: 
• Evidence is present of meaningful collaboration between co-teachers during the planning process 
• Within the planning process, the ESL teacher and mainstream teacher have clearly defined 

instructional roles and responsibilities 
• Appropriate differentiation for teaching academic content for ELs are built within the lesson 

plans utilizing mainstream curricular materials by co-teachers 

     

1f - Designing Ongoing Formative Assessments: 
• Formative assessments for ELs have been appropriately modified by English proficiency level 
• Co-teachers collaboratively conduct formative and summative assessments 

     

 

Domain 2 - The Classroom Environment 

Rise Component No Evidence Unsatisfactory Basic Proficient Distinguished 
 2a - Creating a Learning Environment of Respect and Rapport: 

• Co-teachers demonstrate respect and collegiality during this lesson 
• Co-teachers interact with each other and students that promote learning 

     

2b – Establishing a Culture for Learning: 
• ELs are held to high expectations, appropriate for English proficiency level, by co-teachers  

     

2c – Managing Classroom Procedures: 
• Students transition to their groups with little loss of instructional time. 
• Both co-teachers have clearly defined roles delivering instruction and/or assessing.  

     

 

Domain 3 – Instruction 

Rise Component No 
Evidence 

Unsatisfactory Basic Proficient Distinguished 

3a – Communicating with Students: 
• Co-teachers provide directions and instruction scaffolded to meet the needs of all students 

including ELs.  
• Language and content goals are explained to all students. 

     

3b – Using Questioning and Discussion Techniques: 
• All ELs are engaged in challenging student to student talk activities 
• Co-teachers ask questions to ELs that serve as an access point to the lesson and are 

appropriate for language proficiency.  
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                          3c - Engaging Students in Learning:  
• Language (Speaking, Reading, Writing, and Listening) and content are integrated into the 

lesson 
• Two or more co-teaching models are employed to engage students 

                           Students in one group, teachers work together: 
One teacher leads, one teaches one purpose 

Two teach same content 
One teaches, one assesses 

Students in two groups, teachers work separately: 
Two teach same content 

One pre-teaches, one teaches 
One reteaches, one teaches 

Another co-teaching model is in place with clearly defined structure 

     

3d – Using Assessment to Inform Instruction: 
• Co-teachers collaboratively conduct formative and summative assessments 
• Administering and grading assessments are a shared responsibility 

     

                         3g – Implementing Lessons Equitably: 
• All ELs have access to instruction with both co-teachers 
• Appropriate modifications are provided for all students by co-teachers 
• Co-teachers are implementing culturally responsive pedagogy 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Domain 4 - Professional Responsibilities 

Rise Component No Evidence Unsatisfactory Basic Proficient Distinguished 
4a - Reflecting on Teaching and Student Learning 

• Co-teachers can articulate how their collaboration affected student learning during the lessons 
• Co-teachers can explain how both content and language objectives were addressed 

     

4b - System for Managing Students' Data 
• . Co-teachers can explain how appropriate data is used to group students 

     

4c – Communicating With Families 

• Co-teachers can detail how they consistently reach out to families whose dominant language 
isn’t English. 

• Evidence exists for translation and interpretation support being provided when appropriate. 

     

4e - Growing and Developing Professionally 

• Co-teachers seek out professional learning about English Learners. 

     

 


